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Requested Enhancements
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Issue Requests

Company Names • Filter out Inventors
• Standardize names

Patent Family • Simplify legal status per country
• Visualize status per company

Integrating Sequence Data
• How to combine multiple sequence 

records into a single row 
effectively?
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Working with Company Names
 Issues:

Inconsistent format
Inventor names
Subsidiary units
Corporate ownership
OCR errors
Transliteration
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Working with Company Names
These issues can be fixed in all records using VP‐SCE tools:

 List comparison

 Fuzzy match

 Thesaurus construction
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Working with Company Names
 With some databases, this is a “solved problem”

 From the earlier example…

 Or from Thomson Reuters Cortellis, companies with roles…
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Working with Company Names
 Do you need to clean up every

variation of a company name?

 BizInt Smart Charts 
Reference Rows lets you select a 
single representative value

 Records grouped by shared
publication numbers
“Common Patent Family”
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Working with Company Names
 Select the value from one record to represent each family:

 By database

 By # entries

 Manually
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Working with Company Names
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Working with Company Names
 Selecting “cleaner” names before normalization 
reduces the work required

 Company name cleanup still required

 Differences between database providers

 Different entities filing with each authority/year

 Even the cleanest name doesn’t necessarily help

 Crucell was acquired by Johnson & Johnson in 2010
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Working with Legal Status
 TIP: let us know if something isn’t right so we can fix it!
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Working with Legal Status
 FAMPAT has detailed legal status in ACT field
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Working with Legal Status
 BizInt Smart Charts summarizes this as “Family Status”
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Working with Legal Status
 What is the current status of US 8101739?
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Working with Legal Status
 NEW! Additional details now in Family Status
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Working with Legal Status
 Use VP‐SCE to filter Patent Family and/or Family Status 

 Select values for reporting or visualization

 Next challenge: annotating Patent Family with the status 
information from Family Status 
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Working with Legal Status
 Cleaned companies and status make visualizations possible
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Working with Sequence Results
 Sequence results are grouped with patent results by family
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Working with Sequence Results
 Summarize sequence results for the family
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Working with Sequence Results
 Results may contain the same sequence from publications in the 

same family, or from different databases

 Grouping by Sequence ID or Publication won’t help in this case
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Working with Sequence Results
 Automatically constructed “sequence ID number” when possible

For example: GeneSeq

 Similar techniques used in GeneSeq, USGENE, PCTGEN
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Working with Sequence Results
 Grouping by family makes sense when family databases are used

 Can we improve is the summary display?

 Idea: collapse sequences by SEQ ID NO within a family

 What about records without SEQ ID NO?
Not collapsed, but still present
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Working with Sequence Results
 Visualize query hits by family
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Working with Sequence Results
 Visualize query hits by publication
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Thank you!
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